
	

	

SERMON STUDY GUIDE 
 
Sunday September 27, 2020 
Nehemiah 6:1-14 
Rebuilding: The Intimidation Factor 
 
INTRODUCTION 

• What are some of the reasons why people bully or “attack” others? 
• Describe a time when you felt like there were rumors swirling around about 

you or someone you knew? What were the emotions and thoughts connected 
to that situation? 

 
This week we again see Nehemiah experience opposition and threats from his 
enemies and his reactions as he responds to these attacks. As we continue to dig 
into the book of Nehemiah, we can learn a lot about our own faith. In this chapter, 
we will learn about standing firm when we encounter opposition that threatens our 
character and our calling.  Before we begin, let’s begin with prayer to focus and 
prepare our hearts to hear from the Lord. 
 

Psalm 27:1–5 
  The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
  whom shall I fear? 
 The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
  of whom shall I be afraid? 
  When evildoers assail me 
  to eat up my flesh, 
 my adversaries and foes, 
  it is they who stumble and fall. 
  
 Though an army encamp against me, 
  my heart shall not fear; 
 though war arise against me, 
  yet I will be confident. 
 One thing have I asked of the LORD, 
  that will I seek after: 
 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
  all the days of my life, 
 to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 



	

	

  and to inquire in his temple. 
  

 For he will hide me in his shelter 
  in the day of trouble; 
 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
  he will lift me high upon a rock. (ESV) 

 
INTO THE BIBLE 
Read Nehemiah 6:1-9 

• What are some of the things you observe about Nehemiah’s enemies? 
• What do you observe about Nehemiah’s response? 
• Read verse 6 and 7 again. What are some of the reasons why Sanballat 

thought this message might cause Nehemiah problems? 
• In what ways does Nehemiah’s prayer (v. 9) reflect his response to the 

threats? 
 
Read Nehemiah 6:10-14 

• Read 2 Chronicles 23:6. What do you observe about the temple? 
• What are some reasons why Nehemiah might have refused to run into the 

temple to hide? 
• In what ways do you think Nehemiah might have known that Shemaiah was 

lying to him?  
• Re-read verse 13. There is a progression from fear to sin in Nehemiah’s 

statement. What are some examples of the way fear can lead us to sin? 
• What can we learn from Nehemiah about responding to threats and lies and 

opposition that can come against us? 
• How is his response consistent with some of the responses we see in Jesus 

when he faced opposition? 
• What are some of the oppositions we might experience simply because we 

choose to be a Christ follower? 
 

APPLICATION 
• What are some of your typical reactions/responses when you feel 

threatened? 
• What are some fears, or outside influences, that could easily distract us (or 

derail us) from continuing to do the things the Lord has called us to do? 



	

	

• What has the Lord impressed upon you as you listened to the sermon and 
studied this chapter? 

• Nehemiah stated that Tobiah and Sanballat had hired Shemaiah to taunt him 
so that they could give him a “bad name” among the people. Describe the 
reputation you display when others think of you as a believer. 

• In what ways can you reflect Jesus as you interact with those around you? 
 

 
Isaiah 40:28–31 
 
 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 The LORD is the everlasting God, 
  the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 He does not faint or grow weary; 
  his understanding is unsearchable. 
 He gives power to the faint, 
  and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
 Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
  and young men shall fall exhausted; 
  but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
  they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
 they shall run and not be weary; 
  they shall walk and not faint. (ESV) 
 

 


